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We are glad you have come to celebrate with us our one
hundred ninetieth anniversary. We trust our sharing together
the blessing of common worship may be an inspiration to all,
and to the glory of God.
BRITTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Brittain church was organized in 1768, one hundred ninety years
ago, several years before the American colonists declared their inde
pendence from England. It is the oldest church of any denomination
west of the Catawba river, and one of the oldest Presbyterian churches
in N. C.
Brittain was organized by Rev. Daniel Thatcher with Samuel An
drews, James Mitchell and Samuel Reid as Elders, and twenty charter
members who migrated to this section from the region around Gettys
burg, Penn. Among the early settlers were: Andrews, Long, Watson, Mc-
Farland, Thompson, Smart, Carson, Gettys, Guffey, Porter, Morrison,
Reid, Erwin, Groves, Flack, Alexander, Hampton, Logan, Forney, Young,
Nabors, and Montieth. Descendants of some of these church fathers are
active as officers and members of the church today.
The land on which the church is now located was granted to William
Long by King George III of England. He in turn deeded several acres for
church property. The origin of the name of the church is interesting.
The first grave yard was on vacant land hence the name Britain be
cause the land belonged to Great Britain at that time. The second "T"
was added to the spelling of the name during the revolutionary war.
Brittain is the only church of its name in the Synod of N. C. and perhaps
the south.
Down through the ages the Brittain congregation has been housed
in three buildings, the first was a small log structure near the foot of
the hill, back of the present building. The second was on the Union Mills
road near the Young homestead, on land given by Col. Wm. Porter. Here
the congregation worshiped from 1800-1852 in "Little Brittain." In 1852
having land in both places the congregation voted to build a new church
on the original site. This the third building was remodeled twice. Due to
efforts of Dr. and Mrs. 0. V. Armstrong, the congregation and friends,
this building was modernized in 1941, in 1951 rest rooms and other facili
ties were added.
Brittain and Rutherfordton Presbyterian dhurch were served by the
same pastor until 1887, when Rev. Miles Henderson became the first
pastor of Brittain alone.
He served from 1888-1892 during which time a manse was erected on
land given by Mary Forney Nabors, a daughter of the church.
Brittain has two daughter churches, Duncans Creek, and Union Mills.
During the pastorate of Rev. Andrew Morrison, 1800-1812, Duncans Creek
was organized out of Brittain membership, the pastor giving one-fourth
of his time to Duncans Creek, until 1935, when Rev. R. T. Baker became
full time pastor there. Union Mills, the other daughter church, was or
ganized by Rev. R. C. Morrison in 1905 He preached his first sermon
there in 1902.
Brittain has two daughter churches, Duncans Creek, and Union Mills,
and its name, but the reason for gratitude is the "faith of our fore
fathers," whose constant companions were Bible, hymn book, and cate
chism. The first place of importance in the community is the church
They too were firm believers in education. Rev. R. C. Morrison and Dr,
W. R. Minter and prominent members of Brittain church planned and
founded the Westminister School in order that their children might have
an access to an education. Brittain members gave generously of land,
money, time and talent in order to establish this school. Their efforts
were rewarded, because of the high scholastic and Christian training,
men and women have gone out from this community to serve wherever
Christian leadership is needed.
According to the best information available, 30 ministers have guided
the Brittain congregation through the years. It has been through their
Godly teaching and example that the people have echoed over and over
again "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of
the Lord."
OFFICERS SERVING THE CHURCH AT PRESENT ARE:
Minister Rev. A. H. Key
Supt. of Sunday School George Watson
President of Women of the Church Mrs. W. T. Hutchens
Elders: D. Hix Long, C. J. Logan, J. C. Norville, E. L. Hampton, Adam
Weeks, Robert Atchley, Clarence Taylor.
Deacons: Deck Freeman, B. C. Baber, Gilmer Long, Clyde Morris, George




Call to Worship Choir
Invocation and Lord's Prayer
Hymn No. 353 "I Love Thy Kingdom Lord"
Responsive Reading — Selection No. 31









Sermon By Dr. T. H. Spence
Hymn No. 287 "Seal Us 0 Holy Spirit"
Benediction
AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES
Organ Prelude ; Dianne Watson j
Hymn No. 116 ^
Prayer
GREETINGS FROM FORMER PASTORS
Rev. F. E. Manning 1942-1946
Rev. E. F. Thompson 1935-1937
Rev. R. T. Baker 1924-1935
MESSAGE FROM MINISTERIAL SONS
R.E. E. L. Barber
Mr. George B. Hutchens
RECOGNITION OF:
Minister Sons of Former Pastors
Students of Westminister School
Others
Hymn No. 373 "Blest Be The Tie That Binds"
Benediction
Lunch will be served on the grounds following morning worship.
All are invited to stay and eat with us. Visitors please register in the
hall at the front of the church.
